
The phrase It is said ... is an impersonal passive construction.  

Active sentence: People say that advertising can create needs. 

Passive sentence - version 1: 

It is said that advertising can create needs. 

Passive sentence - version 2: 

Advertising is said to create needs. 

… 

The company is expected to release a new drug in spring. 

He is believed to be a born leader. 

 

B Read each sentence. Then make two new sentences in the passive:  

1. People say Nicole Kidman is one of the prettiest movie stars. 

a) It is said that ______________________________________.  

b) Nicole Kidman is said to be __________________________ . 

2. Everybody thinks that Bill Gates is a true entrepreneur. 

a) It _______________________________________________. 

b) Bill Gates ________________________________________.  

3. They say that his software is the most popular.  

a) It ________________________________________________ 

b) His software _______________________________________ 

4. People expect that taxes will be reduced soon.  

a) It ________________________________________________  

b) Taxes ____________________________________________  

5. People think that the new prime minister is a good speaker 

a) It ________________________________________________  

b) The new prime minister______________________________ 



6. They believe that the new product is a great breakthrough 

a) It ________________________________________________  

b) The new product ___________________________________ 

7. The teachers say that John is good at physics. 

a) It ________________________________________________  

b) John _____________________________________________ 

8. Experts believe that some computer games can improve cognitive abilities. 

a) It ________________________________________________  

b) Some computer games ______________________________ 

9. They say these nuts are good for health. 

a) It ________________________________________________  

b) Nuts _____________________________________________ 

10. They say that the new computer virus is very dangerous. 

a) It ________________________________________________  

b)The new computer virus______________________________ 

 


