
 

 

 

Actions started and finished at a specific time in the past:  

 

We finished the project yesterday. 
 
 

Series of completed actions in the past: 

 

I arrived from the airport at 5pm, checked into the hotel and joined the others at 7pm. 
 
 

Past habits: 

 

I walked for two hours per day when I was young. 
I used to walk a lot when I was younger. 

 
 
 

*Please note: 
 
I finished the report two days ago. ►Did you finish yours?  ►Yes, I did. 
I was at the office last night.  ► Were you there?  ►Yes, I was. 

 

 

   

  
 

 

Talk about an action in progress in the past: 

He was working on the budget analysis last night. 
 
 

Talk about an action continuing in the past which is interrupted by 

another action (Simple Past) with: while, when, as, just as… 

 

While he was working on the project last night the computer shut down. 
He came when I was leaving the office. 

 
 
Talk about parallel actions: 

 

While Jane was speaking, I was trying to get her attention. 
 
 

Talk about an annoying and irritating action in the past (usually, 

always, constantly…): 

 

She was always coming late for meetings. No wonder she was never promoted. 

 

USE THE PAST SIMPLE TENSE FOR: 

USE THE PAST CONTINUOUS TENSE TO: 



 

 

REŠENJA: 

str. 120/III 

1. froze 

2. were playing 

3. was hiding 

4. noticed 

5. was having 

6. saw 

7. was 

8. distracted 

9. was watching / rang 

10. was finishing / started 

11. opened / ran 

12. was telephoning / was having 

13. was walking / witnessed 

14. came / was doing 

15. woke up / was ringing 

16. phoned / was sitting 

17. was looking / started 

18. was leaving / drove 

  



REŠENJA: 

str. 96/III 

1. is, does not want 

2. are taking part 

3. involves 

4. are meeting 

5. is speaking 

6. is calling 

7. are learning 

str.97/IV 

1. knows, are disappearing 

2. cover, contain 

3. remove, produce 

4. are they vanishing 

5. agree 

6. is changing 

7. are cutting down, are causing 

8. is happening 

9. are burning, are using 

10. understand, are beginning 

 

 

 

 


